
On 19 February, I was pleased to present SPC Christopher Fimpel an Army 
Commendation Medal, and Specialists Justin Benge and Justin LaDow with 
Army Achievement Medals for providing critical first aid to a Marshall  

Center student whose heart had stopped beating.  Our Soldiers were also presented with GCMC coins by Dr. James 
MacDougall, deputy director of the Marshall Center. It is reassuring to know our MPs are professionals trained in 
emergency first aid and have AEDs (automatic external defibrillators) in their patrol vehicles. 

On the topic of vehicles, beginning March 22 the lines at AAFES gas stations should move faster as pre-fuel purchase 
checks are being eliminated– no more dreaded registration and Esso fuel card checks prior to pumping. AAFES says 
this will significantly speed up fuel purchases at AAFES facilities across Germany. Customers are still required to 
show their vehicle registration, fuel ration card and military identification at the time of payment. A word of caution 
before you fill up, however: customers who exceed their authorized fuel rations or have an invalid or deactivated fuel 
ration card at AAFES gas stations will be charged German fuel prices found on the local economy which can easily 
be 100 percent more than AAFES fuel prices. You must know your monthly fuel ration status prior to pumping or it 
will cost you. 
 
Within the past month three Soldiers or Family Members have been taken to collections for unpaid medical bills! If 
you are active duty or an active duty Family Member and you receive a medical bill, do not ignore it! Fax it to 0044-
208-762-8105 or e-mail it to International SOS at LondonTricareClaims@internationalsos.com, or fax it to here on 
post at DSN 440-3539, or bring it to the TRICARE Office for action! 
 
USAREUR Commander Gen. Carter F. Ham gained approval for an exception to current DoD policy that prevents 
non-service members who report sexual assault through military channels from filing a restricted report. A six-month 
pilot program began March 1 that gives adult civilian beneficiaries of the military healthcare system in USAREUR the 
option to file a restricted report for sexual assaults.  According to DoD policy, restricted reporting allows victims to 
confidentially report the sexual assault and seek appropriate medical care and advocacy services without triggering a 
criminal investigation. Unrestricted reporting allows victims to still seek appropriate care and services while immedi-
ately initiating an official investigation of the sexual assault. To report sexual assault, call the USAREUR Sexual  
Assault Hotline at DSN: 486-5469 (06371-86-5469) or toll free: 00800-0-277-2858 (00800-0-ASSAULT).  You can 
also contact the garrison Sexual Assault Response Coordinator/Victim Advocate at 0162 265 2875 or the chaplain. 
 
The folks at the Government Travel Card office in Grafenwöhr are warning about another method crooks use to rip 

off credit cards when using ATMs. ‘Card skimming’ uses a variety of techniques to 
capture the information contained on the magnetic strip on the back of your credit or 
ATM cards, while PIN capturing can be as simple as a camera hidden in a pamphlet 
holder placed next to the keypad. Contact the webmaster at www.garmisch.army.mil 
to request a copy of the presentation—some of the devices used to rob you are  
devilishly clever.  
 
On behalf of the entire Garmisch community, I’d like to welcome home Sgt. Michael 
Chambers and his trusted working dog companion -  ‘Staff Sgt.’ Agbar from their tour 
in Afghanistan.  
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News & Notes: 
 

 
Legal & Tax Assistance 
 
The Hohenfels Law Center will provide tax and legal assistance services to the Garmisch community as follows: 
 
Tax Assistance: 
 
25-26 March 
22-23 April 
26-27 May 
 
 
 
Legal Assistance: 
 
25-26 March 
22-23 April 
26-27 May 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Messner-Chaney at the USAG Garmisch Pass & ID card office provides notary service for the Garmisch 
community. The telephone number is DSN 440-3737, Civ 08821-750 3737 and the office is located on the 
ground floor in Building 203 on Artillery Kaserne. 

The service is available on an appointment-only basis. To make an  
appointment with the Hohenfels Tax Office please call DSN 466-2836 or 
Civ 09472-83-2836.  The Tax Office is located in Building 202, room 3 
(upstairs) on Artillery Kaserne. 

The services provided include assistance with both U.S. and German legal 
issues. Please remember to bring your own witnesses if you would like a last 
will and testament or a living will executed.  
 
The service is available on an appointment-only basis. To make an  
appointment with the Hohenfels Law Center please call at DSN 466-2401 or 
Civ 09472-83-2401.  We recommend customers, especially retirees, to call in  
advance to ensure the scheduled dates are still valid as we have no way to 
notify our customers off-post of any last minute changes to the schedule. 
The Legal Assistance Office is located in Building 202, room 4 (upstairs) on  
Artillery Kaserne. 

Town Hall Meeting 
 

The next Town Hall Meeting is scheduled for 
March 11, 6 p.m. 

at the Pete Burke Community Center. 
 

Please join the Garmisch garrison key staff  for an  
informative evening and an opportunity to address any  

questions and/or concerns regarding the  
community you live in. 
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 Army Community Covenant – Europe’s Special Contribution 
 
In America, The Secretary of the Army created the Army Community Covenant in 2008 to build mutual relation-
ships and strengthen bonds between Soldiers, Families and American communities. The ACC has been a valu-
able tool in fostering and sustaining effective state and community partnerships with the Army to improve the 
quality of life for Soldiers and their Families on home front U.S.A. 
 
The ACC accomplishes two things by recognizing the selfless service and contibutions of community volunteers, 
and also shows Soldiers the compassion and support of the American public. 
 
Though the Army Community Covenant is not a formal program at European garrisons, Europe has long car-
ried the torch as a pillar of support for the U.S. Army, ever since we helped liberate it from the bonds of tyranny 
during World War II and the bonds of oppression during the Cold War. 
 
I fully understand that Europe’s positive impact on the strength of the Army Family overseas is a jewel in our 
Nation’s crown. 
 
Much the same as the ACC in the states, Soldiers and Families who call Europe their home away from home 
enjoy fabulous friendship and selfless support from community leaders, business owners and average citizens in 
numerous German, Italian, Belgian and Dutch communities who empathize with the sacrifices of forward-
stationed Soldiers and Families, and speak volumes through their deeds of support to them. 
 
In my travels, I hear countless stories of the extent to which our European community partners strive to support 
our Soldiers and families before, during and after the many deployments, without the expectation of reward.  
These partnerships strengthen ties between our Soldiers and host nation hosts, and the bond of fellowship this 
develops certainly builds added resilience in our Families as they deal with numerous hardships. 
 
The generosity of Europe's neighborhoods, towns, cities, and counties is astounding. Just as in America, every 
day communities surrounding our European Army garrisons devise new ways, both small and large, to demon-
strate their appreciation for Soldiers and Families.  Here are a few initiatives that give you an idea of the scope of 
this support: 
 

Adults, children, and organizations support Family Readiness Groups in supporting efforts to support de-
ployed Soldiers from the local area. 
 

Reduced-fee or gratis incentives provided by cities to families and Soldiers to attend host nation community, 
cultural and tourism events that enhance cultural understanding. 
 

Host Nation Visitation Tours for Soldiers and Families to German political centers to enhance understand-
ing of host nation socio/political workings. 

 
Host Nation volunteers from the KONTAKT program at Germany garrisons, who donate thousands of 

hours annually to support events at garrisons that enhance the experience for Soldiers and Families. 
 

-  School exchanges/partnerships that encourage cross-cultural awareness, understanding and appreciation, 
 and develop bonds of friendship 
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 - The reliance of  Army communities on critical life and safety support provided by host  
 nation law enforcement, medical and fire first responders that safeguard our communities 
 and, when called upon, selflessly risk their lives for our Soldiers and Families. 

 
Garrison sports exchange programs and competitions that develop comradeship between 

sports organizations and enhance cultural understanding. 
 

Access to host nation medical care facilities for Army families that ensures the health con-
cerns and priorities of  Soldiers and their Families are effectively addressed in a timely 
manner. 

 
These examples of  support on part of  European nations are great examples of  how foreign  
citizens and organizations directly enrich the lives of  our Soldiers and Families and strengthen 
our resiliency. 
 
When you eventually return to the U.S., the Community Covenant will pick up where your  
gracious European hosts left off, and I encourage you to familiarize yourself  with the program 
at http://www.army.mil/community, where you can see the best practices of  Soldiers, Family 
members, leaders, and community organizations in the states.  Perhaps you will even discover 
something you can adapt to your European community, or see an opportunity to let me know 
about something that has worked for you overseas that we can use here in the U.S. 
 
Relationships are everything, and I encourage you to take every opportunity to thank the  
members of  your host nation community for their sincere and active caring for Soldiers and 
their Families in Europe.  The Army is eternally grateful and thankful for their support. 

 

        
       LTG Rick Lynch 
       IMCOM Commander 
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USA Girl Scouts Oversees – North Atlantic –  
2010 Adult Learning Conference –  

Sailing with Leadership -  
feel the power of the wind in your sail. 

9 – 11 April 2010, Edelweiss Lodge & Resort  
Garmisch, Germany 

 

 A sailing vessel or an organization moves forward because of the reaction and the 
tension of moving air or conditions on its sails. The sail alone is not sufficient to 
drive the boat in any desired direction, as a sail by itself would only push a boat in 
the same direction as the wind. Sailboats overcome this by having a center board be-
low the water line holding it steady just like our Promise and Law.  

 
To quote Christopher Cross, “Sailing Takes me away to where I've always heard it 
could be. Just a dream and the wind to carry me and soon I will be free.”  
 

 Brochures will be posted on the www.usagso-na.org website and mailed 
to Overseas Committee Chairs. 

 Take advantage of our secure on-line registration option at  
www.usagso-na.org!  

 Adult grants to assist with transportation and lodging will be available! 
Deadline is 12 March 2010 Ambassador Girl Scouts are encouraged to 
apply!  

 The conference fee will be at the 2009 price to encourage more participa-
tion from more Overseas Committees! Attractive hotel packages too!  

 Go to www.usagso-na.org for more preliminary conference information 
including pricing.  
 

Sailing is the art of controlling a boat with large sails. By changing 
the rigging, rudder, and dagger or centre board, a sailor manages the 
force of the wind on the sails in order to change the direction and 
speed of a boat. Mastery of the skill requires experience in varying 
wind and sea conditions, as well as knowledge concerning sailboats 
just like the mastery of the Girl Scout Leadership Experience. 

News & Notes: 
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Chapel News: 

THE GARMISCH COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

USAG-Garmisch Community Chapel 
Lent and Holy Week Schedule 

 

 

Garmisch Catholic Community 
 

Through 26 March  EVERY Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

0800 hrs – Daily Mass  

All Weekdays 

1215 - Daily Mass 
 

Through 26 March  EVERY FRIDAY 

1730 hrs - Stations of the Cross, followed by Soup and Salad Potluck Dinner  

1 April-Holy Thursday 

1630 hrs-Mass of the Last Supper 

 2 April - Good Friday  

1500 hrs-Good Friday Service 

3 April -  Holy Saturday 

1630 - Solemn Easter Vigil 
 

Garmisch Protestant Community 
4 April – Easter Sunrise Service  

0645-Garmisch Chapel; followed by refreshments in the Fellowship Hall 



For Sale: Only to ID 
card holders-1999 
DODGE DAKOTA 
PICKUP 4X4 (part time)
Please call 0171-7422650 
(between 0900-1800 M-F)
$2500 (1 of  2) 
 
 
Service available:  
Dog sitting offered. For 
those of  you who own a 
dog and need a dog sitter  
while on TDY or on va-
cation, I 
would be 
happy to 
stay at your 
house while 
you are 
gone and 
take care of  
your dog(s).Daily dog 
walking also available. 
Please call Monica at 0172
-891 5615. 
mbailey23@yahoo.com 

Wanted:  Person with  
outgoing personality, or-
ganizational skills and 
computer experience to 
manage the Community 
and Spouse’s Club Thrift 
Shop.  
Position pays up to $600 
per month.  Duty hours 
are Wed (1330-1830); Fri 
(0930-1430) and the 1st 
and 3rd Sat (0930-1430) 
plus up to an additional 
10 hours per month. 
This position could be a 
job share position; appli-
cants interested in job 
sharing are encouraged to 
apply. Applicants must be 
US ID card holders. 
If  interested, please sub-
mit a hard copy resume 
to: 
Garmisch Community & 
Spouses' Club 
ATTN:  
Thrift Shop Liaison 

CMR 409 Box 615 
APO AE 09053 
Deadline: 5:00pm; Friday,  
February 19, 2010.  
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Trading Post: 

The Garmisch Community Newsletter is authorized by the Secretary of the Army and published 
Thursdays by the U.S. Army Garrison Garmisch Public Affairs Office, building 250, Artillery Kaserne, 
Unit 24515, APO AE 09053-4515, DSN 440-3843/CIV 08821-750-3843. Private organizations noted in 
this publication are not part of the Department of Defense. Submissions must include submitter’s 
name and complete duty civilian telephone numbers. Advertisement submissions are  
limited to 75 words and normally appear for two issues. Send advertisements by e-mail to  
GarmischPAO@eur.army.mil 

The deadline for advertisement submissions is one week in advance of the desired edition 
date; for the March 18 edition it is March 11. 
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Munich Movie Schedule: 

www.cinema-
munich.com 

Thursday 4.3.  
14:30  Alice in Wonder-
land - DIGITAL 3D  
16:45  Shutter Island  
19:45  Alice in Wonder-
land - DIGITAL 3D    
22:15  The Men Who 

Stare at Goats  
 
Friday 5.3.  
13:35  Crazy Heart   
15:40  Shutter Island   
18:30  The Men Who Stare at Goats   
20:45  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
 
Saturday 6.3.  
10:00  Nice Morning Price (only 5,50 €): 
           The Men Who Stare at Goats   
11:50  Kids Club (Kids 7,90 €/Adults 8,90 €): 
           Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
14:30  Shutter Island   
17:30  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
20:00  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
22:30  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
 
Sunday 7.3.  
10:00  Nice Morning Price (only 5,50 €): 
           Crazy Heart   
12:15  Kids Club (Kids 7,90 €/Adults 8,90 €): 
           Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
14:30  Shutter Island    
17:30  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D    
20:00  The Men Who Stare at Goats    
22:15  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D    
 
Monday 8.3.  
13:15  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   

15:15  Up in the Air    
17:35  The Men Who Stare at Goats    
19:45  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D  
22:15  Shutter Island   
 
Tuesday 9.3.  
13:00  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D    
15:00  The Men Who Stare at Goats    
17:00  Up in the Air    
19:30  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D    
22:15  Crazy Heart    
 
Wednesday 10.3.  
11:00  Special School Screening: 
           Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D  
17:25  Crazy Heart   
19:50  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D    
22:15  The Men Who Stare at Goats    
 
Thursday 11.3.  
13:00  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
14:50  Extraordinary Measures    
17:05  Shutter Island    
20:00  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D    
22:30  Edge of Darkness    
 
Friday 12.3.  
13:30  Extraordinary Measures   
15:30  Edge of Darkness    
17:50  Shutter Island    
 
Saturday 13.3.  
10:00  Nice Morning Price (only 5,50 €): 
           Edge of Darkness    
12:15  Kids Club (Kids 7,90 €/Adults 8,90 €): 
           Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D    
14:30  Fantasy Filmfest: 
           The Collector    
16:30  Fantasy Filmfest: 
           Heartless    

18:45  Fantasy Filmfest: 
           Survival of the Dead    
20:45  Fantasy Filmfest: Splice    
22:45  Fantasy Filmfest: 
           Shock Labyrinth: Extreme - DIGITAL 
3D  (Orig./Engl. subt.)  
 
Sunday 14.3.  
09:45  Nice Morning Price (only 5,50 €): 
           Extraordinary Measures    
11:50  Kids Club (Kids 7,90 €/Adults 8,90 €): 
           Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D    
14:00  Fantasy Filmfest: Red Riding: 1974  
(Orig./Engl. subt.)  
16:00  Fantasy Filmfest: Summer Wars  
(Orig./German subt.)  
18:00  Fantasy Filmfest: La Horde  
(Orig./Engl. subt.)  
20:00  Fantasy Filmfest:  Daybreakers  
(English)  
22:15  Fantasy Filmfest: (REC)2  
(Orig./Engl. subt.)  
 
Monday 15.3.  
16:45  Shutter Island   
19:45  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
22:15  Edge of Darkness   
 
Tuesday 16.3.  
13:15  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
15:15  Extraordinary Measures   
17:30  Edge of Darkness   
20:00  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
22:20  Shutter Island   
 
Wednesday 17.3.  
17:00  Extraordinary Measures   
19:30  Alice in Wonderland - DIGITAL 3D   
21:55  Shutter Island   

Shutter Island  
  
USA, 2009 
Length: 138 min, Rating: 16 
Cast: Leonardo DiCaprio, Mark Ruffalo, Ben Kingsley, Emily Mortimer, Michelle Williams 
Director: Martin Scorsese 
  
With this intense and thrilling Gothic noir set in 1954, Oscar-winning director Mar-
tin Scorsese (»The Departed«) teams up for the fourth time with Leonardo DiCaprio, 
who plays up-and-coming U.S. marshal Teddy Daniels, who is summoned to a re-
mote island to investigate the mysterious disappearance of a murderess from the island's fortress-like  
hospital for the criminally insane. Teddy's shrewd investigating skills soon provide a promising lead, but 
before long he wonders whether he isn't there as part of a twisted plot by hospital doctors whose radical 
treatments range from unethical to illegal to downright sinister. As a hurricane cuts off all communication 
and the puzzling, improbable clues multiply, Teddy begins to doubt everything - his memory, his partner, 
even his own sanity. 



Host Nation Calendar: 
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For more information about Host Nation Affairs, please contact Andrea Winter at DSN 440-3843 or CIV 750-
3843, or visit her office on Artillery Kaserne, Bldg. 250, Mon. – Thu., 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Fri., 8a.m. – 2 p.m.  
e-mail: GarmischPAO@eur.army.mil 

Out and About Out and About   

March 4 -9, 9:30 a.m. – 6 p.m., Munich, Garden Fair – Garten München 
Opulent bouquets, useful tips and a great variety of plant accessories will await 
horticulturalists and hobby gardeners at the Munich Garden Fair. A special section 
of the fair will present a  r kids (ages 3–12). For more information, visit garten-
muenchen.de, Tickets € 12.50 

March 5 -7, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Seefeld/Austria, Market Days, all shops along the pedestrian 
zone have special offers. Farmers Market with fresh, regional products in the pedestrian zone. 
Food specials and music. 

Fri, March 5, 4 p.m., Wallgau, Dorfplatz, Open Air Welcome Party for Magdalena Neuner 

Fri, March 5, 7:30 p.m., Garmisch-Pa., Olympic Ice stadium, Ice Hockey game SC Riess-
ersee vs. Wölfe Freiburg 

Sat, March 6, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m., Weilheim, Kleine Hochlandhalle, Indoor Flea Market 

Sat, March 6, 7 p.m. Partenkirchen, Gasthof Schatten, Starkbierfest with live Bavarian 
music. € 7.- admission. 

Sat, March 6, 7:30 p.m. Partenkirchen, Richard-Strauss-Institute, Chamber Concert 
http://www.richard-strauss-institut.de/ 

Sun, March 7, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Weilheim, Stadthalle, Antique – and Flea Market, indoor 

Sun, March 7, 6 p.m. Partenkirchen, in front of church, Olympia Fest, welcome reception 
and party for all Olympic participants  

March 10 - 14, Kandahar/Gudiberg, FIS Ski World Cup Finals, for 
race schedule check: http://www.gapa2011.com/ 

March 12 - 14, Andechs, Florian Stadl, Easter Egg Market 

Sat, March 13, 6 p.m., Kurpark Garmisch, Awards Ceremony and 
World Cup party with live music 

March 17, 8 p.m., Congress Hall, Banff Mountain Film Festival Outdoor sports movies and 
adventure documentations. All movies are in English. http://www.banffmountainfilm.de/programm  
€ 14.- 

Sun, March 14, 9 a.m., Steingaden near Füssen, Spring Market 
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Out and About Out and About   

St. Patrick -  
Ireland's Patron Saint 

Saturday, March 13 – Parade Party (Munich) 
Sunday, March 14 – Parade (Munich) 
 
For more information please check: www.stpatricksday.de 
Patrick is said to have originated from England, came to Ireland as 
a slave and was the first writer in history to pen eye-witness ac-
counts condemning slavery.  

There are many legends and stories associated with St. Patrick. The legend goes that 
during his wanderings through Ireland he came to Dublin - a hill, gazed out over the 
landscape and said, "One day, this little village will flourish as a great, important city, 
growing ever wealthier, and one day it will house the seat of the kingdom."  

In 1776, during the American War of Independence, St. Patrick's influence is even said 
to have helped the Americans to victory over the British. General George Washington's 
army was besieging the city which would later bear his name, and at the time was  
defended by the British army. Washington chose the password "St. Patrick" as a mark 
of respect to the many Irish in his ranks. And so it happened that on March 17th, the 
feast-day of St. Patrick, the British surrendered - without a struggle. As they left the 
city, an American band struck up the lively melody "St. Patrick's Day in the Morning". 

The tune has been played in Washington on every St. 
Patrick's Day since that time.  

Irish people all over the world celebrate March 17, 
the name-day of their patron saint, with parades,  
festivities, music and dancing. The numerous members 
of Munich's Irish community meet their German friends 
in a host of clubs, societies and groups to form a thriv-
ing Irish scene. 
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Out and About Out and About   
The Botanical Garden in Munich -  
Quite literally a growing attraction 
www.munichfound.com 

With 14,000 plants from across the globe, Munich’s Botani-
cal Garden at Nymphenburg Palace is world-renowned 
among botanists and nature-lovers alike. But, while it may be the city’s only one, it is 
not the first. The seeds of the development were first sown in the early 19th century, 
when a garden was created in Elisenstrasse, near Karlstor, at the behest of the Bavar-
ian Academy of Sciences. Officially opened in 1812, the garden boasted an impressive 
collection of tropical plants from around the world, spread across some 5.1 hectares. 
Yet, no matter how green-fingered the gardeners, back in 1850 there was one thing 
that was growing even faster than the plants—industry. In 1853 the Bavarian Govern-
ment made a decision that would ultimately mark the end of the original botanical 
garden: to allow a giant greenhouse to be transformed into an exhibition center, the 
Crystal Palace, in preparation for a national industrial trade fair. Although replacement 
greenhouses were built on either side of Sophienstrasse, the garden’s central core had 
been irrevocably damaged and, in the light of yet more industrial pollution from the 
ever-expanding railway station, it was finally decided, in 1908, to uproot the entire 
garden. 

The first step was clearly to find a new site. Needless to say, the status attached to 
the garden prompted councils in many areas of Munich to offer their land. But it was 
finally agreed that the palace at Nymphenburg provided the ideal location: it was 
within easy reach of the city; was surrounded by chestnut trees, which offered protec-
tion from the elements; its location in royal grounds meant the chance of other build-
ing work being carried out in the future was slim; and it had a regular water supply 
from the Nymphenburg canal.  

The next task, designing the garden, was put in the hands of the new director, Karl 
Immanuel Eberhard von Goebel, who was given just six years to complete the new 
development. But it wasn’t long before he encountered problems. In 1909 any plans 
he had already made had to be scrapped and rethought because the city had decided 
to lay a new tram line to the garden. As soon as work began on the site, it became 
clear that the earth was anything but suitable for such an array of plants. Therefore 
some 130 cubic meters of more fertile soil had to be brought in from Moosach and  
Dachau before anything could be expected to flourish. Finally, in the winter of 1912, 
with the key earthworks complete, the first trees and plants were transplanted from 
the original garden. 
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Out and About Out and About   
Clearly, with Munich’s northern European climate, greenhouses were necessary if the 
tropical collection of plants was to have a chance of survival. Construction work on 
these, and on the botanic laboratories and a museum, which no longer exists, got un-
derway between 1911 and 1913, with most work completed in time for the official 
opening, on May 10, 1914. 
 
Elsewhere in the world, of course, the troubled shoots of war were sprouting—
prompting the start of yet more difficult times for the garden. Not only was there a 
lack of money and shortages of fuel and staff, with many young gardeners called 
away to fight, but Germany’s international reputation also meant links to countries 
that had been the sources of important plants were suddenly cut off. In fact, it was 
some 20 years before the situation improved, by which time, of course, World War II 
was already threatening. Again, similar shortages occurred, and in 1944 the Allies 
bombed the Botanical Garden, killing many valuable trees in the arboretum. Once the 
war was over, it was up to the new director, Karl Suessenguth, to do his best to repair 
damages. He gradually built up foreign contacts and started using the garden to grow 
vegetables and tobacco for employees, who suffered from the aftereffects of the war. 
Indeed it is this diversity that is the key to success of any garden. And although the 
original aims of creating a space for both scientific research and enjoyment have re-
mained unchanged over the garden’s 200-year history, its content has been influ-
enced by changing social circumstances and the personal interests of its various direc-
tors. With high points ranging from an entire greenhouse devoted to Mexican cacti, to 
giant water lilies capable of supporting weights of up to 70 kg and temporary exhibi-
tions on individual species, such as onions, roses or, as was the case this year, mush-
rooms, there is little doubt that Munich’s Botanical Garden has enough variety to 
prosper and flourish for many years to come.  

www.botmuc.de 
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Birthdays: 

 

Chambers, Michael  March 6 

Moise, Ellagrayce  March 10 
 

   

 

If your child or teen does not go to Garmisch Elementary or Middle School and you 
would like to have his or her birthday listed in this column, please  
e-mail GarmischPAO@eur.army.mil 

It’s time for . . . 

BASEBALL!! 
Sign up now for spring baseball and take part in a fantastic opportu-
nity for your children to play in American-style baseball against teams 

in the Baseball in Bayern League (Munich, Fuessen, Augsburg, Landsberg, and more). 
 
SIGN-UP:   until 31 March 2010 
   at any CYSS facility 
COST:   $46.00 
   multiple child & coaches discounts available 
AGES:   6-8 years, T-Ball 
   children must be 6 years old as of 17 April 
   9-12 years, Bantam 
   13-15 years, Junior 
REQUIREMENTS:   Be registered with CYSS and have a 
   sports physical valid through 12 June 2010 
UNIFORMS:  All uniforms and equipment are provided 
   by CYSS Sports & Fitness 
  
INFORMATION: CYSS Sports & Fitness 
   DSN 440-2599 
   CIV 08821-750-2599 
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TELL US HOW WE ARE DOING! 
 

Our annual Patron Satisfaction Survey is on line and ready for your input! 
Please take a few minutes to answer our short (only seven questions) survey to tell us how 
what we do well and what we can do better. We take your replies seriously and we will use 
them to improve our services to you. Click here to take the survey: http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/Y3G69J7. 
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For more information about classes,  
massage, fitness instruction, and sports, 
please contact the Mueller Fitness Center at 
DSN 440-2747 or civilian 750-2747.   
 
The center is located on Sheridan Kaserne 
in Bldg. 119. 
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Water Works—Therme Erding 
 

   If  you thought the "Water Works" is only a semi-
desirable property in Monopoly you might be wondering how does it 
work? 
Trust me! Water does Work!!  Water can be extremely therapeutic, relaxing, calming, exhilarat-
ing, and lots of  good fun!  I am speaking especially of  the absolute Disney-like Waterworld 
known as the Erdinger Therme!  And I'll list just ten of  the top reasons that it is so: 
 
10. The "clothing required" areas are extensive and almost as much fun as the "textile free" 
parts! 
9. The Kelo Sauna is so big that it requires two people to perform the "Aufguss." 
8. You can sit completely naked on a marble barstool in a pool of  water and drink alcoholic 
beverages with all your friends. 
7. You can fall off  the bar stool into the water and not hurt yourself! 
6. They have a "full day ticket" because there is so much to do! 
5. We plan to be there all day. Last time we stayed 10 hours! 
4. You can eat and drink all day in the pool complex by simply waving a magic wand and 
only pay for it at the end when you leave. 
3. This place has now become Europe's biggest SPA and it has Erdinger Weisse on tap!! 
2. There are fourteen different water slides - some of  them have elevators that go to the 
top!!!! 
 
And the number one reason for exploring the Erdinger Therme: 
 
1. It's fun for everyone - you can wear a swimsuit, not wear one, eat, drink, not drink, bring 
kids, ignore the kids, enjoy the twenty-five different saunas, lounge in the pools, go to the 
"oxygen bar," walk around outside - unclothed but for the sky, sip beers under palm trees etc. 
etc. 
 
Now let me tell you - this is my new favorite place - almost too much fun for a single day. We 
are doing this as a train trip!  Meet at 0850 at the Garmisch Train Station on Saturday 20 
March and don't expect to be back before 22:55.  The charge for the trip (which includes the 
train transportation but nothing else) is $ 15.00.  Bring Euros for all the food and drink you 
plan to consume and bring Euros 34.00 if  you are doing the "full European experience" or  
Euros 32.00 if  you're going to wear a swimsuit all day (it is cheaper if  you want to avoid the fun 
in the "textile free" areas) It may seem expensive but trust me: this one is extraordinary and 
worth every penny! Sign up as soon as possible! 
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Neuschwanstein Castle 
Visit the most popular tourist attraction in Germany, Neuschwanstein 
Castle. As opposed to most of the tours that concentrate on the scandalous 
upbringing of Ludwig and his “tragedy,” this tour is called Ludwig and 
Richard and focuses as much on the famous composer as well as the shy 
king. Essential to an understanding of the “Ludwig World” is an acquaint-
ance with the world of nineteenth century German politics and there will 

be some talk about that as well! In addition to Neuschwanstein and a short stop for lunch in 
the castle town of Füssen, a short stop at the UNESCO designated World Heritage Site of 
the Wieskirche, and the Ettal Monastery. There will be time for refreshments too at a mon-
astery known for its brewing skills! This tour will take place on Sunday, 21 March. Meet 
at the Burke Lodge at 08:00 and be prepared to be gone until sometime  between 17:00 and 
18:00. Cost is only  $ 39.00. 
 

Operas & Concerts in Munich 
 
We are fortunate in having an opportunity to see concerts 
and operas in a world class setting in Munich. Tickets 
range in price from 132 Euros down to 9 for the opera and 
from 53 Euros down to 5 for the concert. Naturally, it all 
depends on where you sit and what is still available. Some-
times we get some discounts as well. Munich has four opera 
houses so there are multiple ways to satisfy the urge to see 
live music and theatre!  
 
Tuesday 13 April at 20:00 - features two “Firsts”, namely the Beethoven’s First Pi-
ano Concerto and Brahms’ First symphony. We depart the PBCC by bus at 16:30 
and return about midnight 
 
For some of the performances described above FMWR will be running a bus to the  
performance for the very inexpensive cost of $ 12.00 and if the bus is not full of con-
cert and opera goers, we have been known to take along some people who just 
want to drink some Biers in the big city, catch a movie, or do whatever other things 
one does in a big town!  Departure is from the PBCC at 16:30.  
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Shakespeare Play: Othello 

 
When was the last time that you attended a lecture on William Shake-
speare’s Othello? Did it challenge your mind? You will be introduced 
to the enjoyable experience of letting William Shakespeare batter your 
mind with ideas! There will be a fifty-minute non-intimidating talk 
on one of the greatest of all Shakespeare’s plays. This is the equivalent 
of a college lecture at any major university. After a ten-minute break, 
we will show the much-acclaimed video version of the play with Laur-
ence Fishburne, Kenneth Branagh, Irene Jacob, and many others. 
This is guaranteed to be an exhilarating evening. If you have 
not checked this out yet you do owe it to yourself. Even if the evening 
were to be a disaster, your investment would have been a whole five 
dollars and about two hundred minutes of your lifetime! Be bold! 
Dare to be different. Pete Burke Community Lodge  7 April at 1900 hrs.  Cost: 
$ 5.00 

 

Munich in the Third Reich Tour 
One of the most popular tours is Munich in the Third Reich - a walking tour developed 
quite a few years ago to coincide with an exhibition that the Munich Stadtmuseum was  
presenting. We start with a video presentation and a geographical and historical orientation 
in the Pete Burke Community Center on Friday Evening 9 April at 19:00. Two 
days later, Sunday 11 April, we meet at the Garmisch Train Station just before 
8:00 take a train to Munich at 8:04. Once we arrive we recreate the Bier Hall Putsch ex-
actly as it happened in 1923, have lunch, visit the site of the Munich Accords (where 
Czechoslovakia ceased to be a unified country) and visit other places associated with the 

Nazi movement. This is an extremely interesting tour, somewhat 
like touring an urban battlefield. We cannot pretend that there is 
not a lot of walking, or that this is a short day. Most participants 
are exhausted after we storm troop our way from one end of Mu-
nich to another. However, no one has said shorten it! The cost of 
this extravaganza is only $ 35.00! Pre-payments are required for 
this tour and limited to 35 participants. The last chance to pay is 
during the talk on Friday 26 February. Get your money in 
quickly.  
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The Absolutely Most Relaxing and  
Stress-Free Day of Your Life 

One of the most beautiful natural attractions in this area is the Partnachklamm. The 
Partnach is a river that has been rushing down from the top of the Zugspitze for a 
few eons and, in time; it has managed to carve out a rather wonderful canyon or 
gorge that is well worth seeing. It normally takes about 90 minutes to walk all the 
way in and return to the parking lot. Before we do that however, we will talk a bit 
about the 1936 Olympics in Garmisch and show people the stadium where the 
ski jumping event took place.  
 
After our invigorating walk through the gorge, we visit the Alpspitze Wellenbad 
which is the town‘s largest swimming pool. (In fact, it is a complex of five pools!) It 
is also the best spa in the local area. Each Bavarian town in this part of Germany 
competes with every other town in the quality of their facilities and Garmisch is  
certainly able to maintain its own! There are three saunas, a steam bath, Jacuzzis, 
warm pools, cold pools, diving pools, water slides, Olympic pools, salt pools, salt 
treatments, eating and drinking areas, a bar, numerous lounging areas and just 
about everything you might want to experience during the most relaxing day of 
your life. There is one caveat; Germans are very much in to the FKK scene – which 
literally means ―free body culture in translation. In short, it indicates that some  
areas of the complex are ―textile free, as they like to say – so you do not have to 
worry about the fact that you did not remember your swimsuit! We make sure that 
everyone feels comfortable in an environment that many people are unsure about, 
and ensure that the experience is a good one! Most of the time you can be wrapped 
in a large towel and not look out of place. Your first visit to an FKK spa is just like 

diving in to a cold pool – once the original shock has passed, it is 
all great fun! 

Date is Saturday 10 April. Meet at the Marshall Center Din-
ing Facility at 12:30. If everyone has bikes, which is the method 
we will use to get to the pool. If there are cars, we may employ 
them too! Otherwise, we will walk people over to the appropriate 
bus stop. There we could board the city bus for the ride to the 
gorge. The cost is only $ 22.00. Bring along two towels, shower 
shoes, swimsuits, soap, shampoo, and something to read at the 
pool!   
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Weekend Tour to Venice 
This is a favorite trip offered to those who are lucky enough to get a 
space. We drive down on Friday 23 April 2010 leaving Garmisch at 
16:30. We stay two nights in some hotel rooms in the Vicenza area. We 
start early the next morning (05:45) for breakfast (06:30) and the bus 
ride to Venice (07:00) and an all day tour on Saturday 24 April. Natu-
rally there are wonderful things to see - great art and architecture, pi-
geons in St. Mark‘s Square, gondolas etc. - and good places to eat!  
Return to Vicenza at the end of Saturday and then next day Sunday 25 
April  it is on to Verona and a tour of the Romeo and Juliet city with the 
great Roman Arena – and a wonderful restaurant. We take about three 

hours to gorge ourselves before arriving back in Garmisch at about 21:00. 

Cost is a very reasonable $290.00, which covers transporta-
tion to Vicenza, Venice, and Verona and two overnights there as 
well as the guided tours of two cities! Plan to bring about Euros 120-
140.00 to cover museum entrances, food, public transportation, 
some souvenirs, etc. Dates are from 23 -  25 April. Contact Out-
door Recreation staff to register and receive more info. 
 

Prague - Long Weekend  
with Bohemian Beers 
We leave from the Pete Burke Community Center at 16:30 on  
Friday 30 April. We should be arriving at our hotel shortly after 
22:00 and then – for those who are ready to party - We begin with 

an orientation tour of Prague – including how to get back to the hotel if your experience of 
the city is going toinclude any of the very late nightspots! On the next day, we will do a 
daytime tour that includes a few more of the usual touristic sights. There is time to arrange 
tickets for those who want to see a Ballet (Tchaikovsky‘s Sleeping Beauty is playing as 
well as a modern opera about the Communist Show Trials of the 1950‘s). There will be a 
fair amount of free time and then we will continue with a guided tour of the Franz Kafka 
museum as. Three full nights in Prague and two and a half full days before we load up for 
the ride back to Bavaria. Estimated arrival time in Garmisch is about 20:00.  
 
Dates are 30 April – 2 May. Cost for the two overnights in the hotel and the transporta-
tion there and back is a ridiculously low price of $270.00. Minimum of 12 people are re-
quired before the trip can take place; maximum number that can go is 14! It is essential 
people pay for this one as quickly as possible.  
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Amsterdam for Tulips!!! 
This is a traditional trip. You know of course that half of 
Europe heads to Holland in the spring to see the flowers. 
Thought by some to be one of the corniest trips imaginable, 
yet a lot who go are impressed. Tulips are great!!!!! So we  
return to Holland for our springtime revels and celebrate the 
fact that the Dutch are not only interested in flowers but also 
are great lovers of art and cultural things in general!  
We will see Rembrandts, Vermeers, and those Van Goghs 
that are permanently on display in Amsterdam. Maybe the paintings stolen from Zurich 
will turn up again while we are there! Approximately 900 paintings that Vincent left, 200 
are in Amsterdam!!! There is the Anne Frank House. We will visit the Heineken Brewery 
and the “Lord in the Attic” museum – where persecuted Catholics hid out to conduct their 
clandestine services during the early days of Calvinist Alterations. There could be a boat 
ride on the canals; people might want to catch up on films in English, see English language 
bookstores and sit out in one of the many quaint cafes that line the leafy canals. A number 
of people will take Amsterdam in the spring over Paris in the springtime any day of the 
week! Unfortunately, Americans have no holidays in April or May, so for this trip you 
really do need to take some time off – a two-day weekend as well as the preceding Thurs-
day and Friday.  
 
We will leave by plane on Thursday 15 April and return by Sunday evening 18 April. 
We stay in a small Dutch hotel - Spartan conditions, but Amsterdam is the one city that 
you do not want to be staying very long in a hotel room anyway - not with all of those  
attractions in the city! This trip is FUN. If you cannot find something to make happy about 
in Amsterdam... you must not be pursuing happiness very diligently. This is a kid-friendly 
trip – they just need to be prepared for the long ride! We are going to leave on a plane on 
Thursday or on a “night train” on Wednesday evening. Great fun – this is sort of an ex-
tended sleepover/ pajama party with people that you know and do not know all over the 
train! The exact cost may have to be adjusted later – you already know that the dollar is in 
free fall again and the plane and train cost is dependent on how many people go... the more 
that go, the cheaper the trip per person! But think, three overnights in Amsterdam, the 
transport on the plane or the train in a couchette will not exceed $450.00 for adults and  
$ 390.00 for kids. The final price will be announced after we explore our travel options 
and see what kind of group discount we might get. In the meantime, we have a block of  
hotel rooms reserved. We only have 12 bed spaces and we must fill them or cancel soon. 
Let me know - $ 150.00 deposit by 5 February will secure a space for you. Do not get left 
out on this one! Until you have seen Amsterdam in the spring, you have not 
lived! 
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Memorial Day Weekend  

UNESCO World Heritage Site - “Renaissance Italy” 
 

 People often ask are there any special places in Europe.  There are, 
and one near the top of the list is Urbino.   

Why Urbino?  You’ve probably never heard of it!  And therein is the rea-
son: one big advantage is that mass tourism hasn’t arrived there yet and its 

delay has allowed Urbino to retain its charm! It is still authentic Italy – everything that Florence should be 
- except that Florence became a big loud city instead! What else makes Urbino the ultimate Renaissance 
jewel? 

Raphael was born there.  So was Bramante, the guy who was mostly responsible for the con-
struction of St. Peter’s in Rome.  Duke Federigo built a palace there.  The Duchess presided over soi-
rees that included the leading literary luminaries of the time.  Not a believer?  Read Castiglione’s The 
Book of the Courtier, written where else… in Urbino! 

The trips to Urbino are well known.  Jump on this before it is sold out. And before many more 
people hear about it.  A few years ago there were articles in Time Magazine and the New York Times, the 
latter proclaiming it the “next Tuscany.”  HELP!    

 We will leave Garmisch at 4:30 p.m. on Friday 28 May and anticipate arriving at the Hotel Giada 
in Vicenza at about 10:15 p.m. on Friday evening.  On Saturday morning we will leave the hotel - no later 
than  
7:30 a.m. - and head to the UNESCO site of Urbino.  We should be arriving at midday – just in time to 
grab an excellent lunch and take in the charm of the town.  Before the ducal palace closes for the day, you 
will be guided through the many wonderful rooms in the palace, commonly regarded as one of the best 
structures from the  
Renaissance period.  That evening we will have reservations for those who are interested in wonderful 
dining at the Tre Piante Restaurant and you will be salivating a lot at the dinner choices! 

 Sunday morning we are going to travel a bit further south and enjoy the splendors of Perugia.  
You may have heard of the wonderful chocolate confections produced there, but it is not just about 
candy!  The views are magnificent; the main thoroughfare is grand and stylish; the architecture quite won-
derful. Another of those undiscovered gems that makes Italy the great destination it is!    

  The trip is not too structured and there will be time for you to make some interesting discoveries 
of your own. 

 On Monday 31 May we board the bus for a long ride back to Garmisch. At the halfway mark we 
will stop at a wonderful gourmet restaurant and gorge ourselves for about three hours. Anticipated arrival 
time in Garmisch is anywhere between 8:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

 Cost of the trip is $ 475.00, which includes three overnights in great hotels, transportation, and 
tour guide. $ 150 will serve as a deposit and hold your place.  Tour is limited to 16 people.  

Deadline for signing up is 22 March.  
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PETE BURKE CENTER ACTIVITY AND TRIP CANCELLATION POLICY 
 
 Cancellations must be made 5 business days (1 week) from the trip date for a 

100% refund, less any non-refundable ticket or hotel reservation purchases. 
 
 Cancellations made 4 business days from the trip date will be 85% refunded, 

less any non-refundable ticket or Hotel room purchases. 
 
 Cancellations made 3 business days from the trip date will be 75% refunded, 

less any non-refundable ticket or Hotel room purchases. 
 
 Cancellations made within 2 business days from the trip date will be 50%  

refunded, less any non-refundable ticket or Hotel room purchases. 
 
 Cancellations made less than 48 hours from the trip date will be non-

refundable. 
 
 Exceptions to this refund policy will be examined on a case-by-case basis. Cancel-

lation due to official duty or emergency medical issues involving participant or 
family members received in writing and signed by customers command or doctor 
will always be fully refundable, less any non-refundable ticket purchases. 
 

 This policy is entered as a trip comment in RecTrac and will be available to all 
guests at the time of purchase, both by posted sign and on their receipt. Failure to 
pay for program and activity bookings within 1 week prior to departure will result 
in cancellation of your booking. 
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No car?  No Problem!No car?  No Problem!        No gear?  No fear!No gear?  No fear!  

Come into the Burke Center and we’ll get you set up for snow sports and then get you to 
the mountain. Our Ski AustriaSki Austria  Day Trips Day Trips are just $39 or $10 if just need a bus ride.  
(Lift pass not included). One more time on 14 March.  

Night SleddingNight Sledding  -- is an all mountain high tech sport.  It truly is ‘The other winter 
sport’.  Imagine a completely groomed and lighted ski run just for sleds, with a cable 
car to get you back up, all night long!  $39.  16 March, 30 March. 

Night SkiingNight Skiing  

It’s a full length ski run with a detachable 6-man chair lift.  See the lights of Seefeld 
Austria twinkle below.  $29 adults, $22 Child includes pass.  Equipment rentals $10  
extra.  One more time on 24 March. 

Ski SchoolSki School--Night SchoolNight School  Need schooling?  We’re not fooling!  This year we’re offering 
group rate ski instruction in conjunction with our Night Ski program in Seefeld Austria.  
Just add $10 to our night skiing trip above.  

Hinterbrand Hideaway Ski TripHinterbrand Hideaway Ski Trip  

This is truly a ski in-ski out accommodation in Beautiful Berchtesgaden, right next to 
the Jenner Bahn.  Includes two nights stay on the mountain, two breakfasts and a  
3 course dinner!  19-21 March, for only $49, (shared accommodation).  

Mark Your Calendars Mark Your Calendars --  Other Events Coming UpOther Events Coming Up  

22 March - Pink Floyd Show - Olympiahalle 

24 April – Brewery of the Month - Weltenburger 

8 May Scorpions concert - Olympiahalle 

Introducing the Burke Center Introducing the Burke Center RentRent--AA--BusBus  

The Recreation Specialists at the Pete Burke Community Center have got you covered.  
Transportation to any Munich Venue is as low as $8 per person.  Want to go somewhere 
else?  We’ll go wherever your imagination takes you!  Come see us for a personalized 
price quote.  Up to 32 passenger bus and internationally licensed driver available for 
daily or overnight trips. 
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All numbers below are DSN 
unless otherwise noted.   
If you are calling from a  

civilian phone, please  
replace the DSN 440 with 
the Garmisch area code 

(08821) and 750. 

AAFES PX: CIV – 966 7414 

SHOPPETTE: CIV – 966 7414 

ACS: 440 3777 

AUTO SKILLS & VAN 
RENTAL: 440 3580 

BILLETING: 440 3308 

CHAPEL: 440 2819 

CDC: 440 2684 

COMMISSARY:  
CIV – 908 997/998 

COMMUNITY BANK:  
440 3619 

CREDIT UNION: 440 3373 
CRAFTS TREE/THEATER/
MUSIC CENTER: 440 3475 
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COMMUNITY PHONE NUMBERS 
EDELWEISS: CIV – 9440 

EDUCATION CENTER:  
440 3560 

EEO OFFICER: 440 3584 

FITNESS CENTER: 440 2747 

HOST NATIONS: 440 3843 

HOUSING: 440 3531 

ID CARDS/PASSES: 440 3737 

LIBRARY: 440 2467 

MC LIBRARY: 440 2463 
MAIL ROOM/COMMUNITY: 
440 3535 

MAIL ROOM/OFFICIAL:  
440 3680 

MARSHALL CENTER DINING 
FACILITY: 440 3863 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEEN 
CENTER: 440 2600 

MILITARY & FAMILY LIFE 
CONSULTANT: 440 3501 or 

0170-708-0744 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

MILITARY POLICE:440 3801 

MOTOR POOL: 440 2835 

PETE BURKE CENTER: 
440 2638 

POST OFFICE: 440 3713 

SATO: 440 3872 

SAS: 440 2654 

SCHOOL – ELEMENTARY: 
440 2758 

SELF HELP: 440 3529 

SERVICE CREDIT UNION: 
440 3373 

THRIFT SHOP: 440 3552 

TRICARE: 440 3816 

VAT OFFICE: 440 2461 

WORK ORDER DESK: 440 3555 

YOUTH SPORTS: 440 2599 

 

USAG GARMISCH  
HEADQUARTERS: 440 3825 

Military & Family Life Consultant 

 
 Ever face one of  those life stresses when you just wish you could 
talk with someone to help sort it all out and get back on track? Support 
is available in Garmisch through the Military & Family Life Consultant  
Program.  The Military & Family Life Consultant is a licensed professional who can assist you 
with numerous issues such as concerns dealing with family, separations, parenting,  
communication, anger, stress, relationship and financial issues.  They can meet with you on or 
off  post. 
 
 All consulting is solution focused. It is free and records are not kept. Consultations are 
confidential with the exception of  situations involving danger to self  or another . The Consult-
ant will review the program guidelines and informed consent in the beginning of  the consulta-
tion.  
 The consultant can be contacted by calling 0170-708-0744, and you can leave a  
confidential voice message at any time.  DSN number during office hours is 440-3501.  
After-hours and weekend appointments are available. 


